
Military Toronto – World War II – Prisoner of War 

In autumn, 1941, the 
British government 
accepted an offer by 
Canada to send two 
infantry battalions 
and a brigade 
headquarters (1,975 
personnel) to 
reinforce British, 
Indian and Hong 
Kong personnel 
garrisoned at Hong 
Kong. This was "C 
Force". It arrived in 
Hong Kong in mid-
November 1941.  

On December 8 the Japanese began their attack on Hong Kong. Canadian soldiers 
were called upon to counterattack the Japanese assault and saw their first combat 
against them on December 11.  Given the overwhelming strength against them they 
surrendered on December 25, 1941. "C Force" lost 290 personnel during the battle and 
a further 267 subsequently perished in Japanese prisoner of war camps. 

Robert Fleming was one of the Canadians captured and held in the following POW 
camps. 

Fleming 

survived the war 

and died 7, June 2006 


