
Almost inva r i ab ly ,  i n  l e t t e r s  o r  phone convsrsa t ions ,  
s ypa thy/ 

f r i e n d s  ask,  with a mixture o f / i n c r e d u l i t y  and skep t i s i i sm,  

"What do you do up the re  i n  the  woods?". The quest ion,  

asked the  way it i s ,  evokes a p i c t u r e  o f  a l l  my good 

f r i e n d s  gathered around my grave,  looking down i n  t h e  

genera l  d i r e c t i o n  of my remains, and asking, "Charlie,  

what i n  h e l l  a r e  you doing down there." -y 

1. I l i v e ,  I work, I play. 

Our circumstances a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  We l i v e  

i n  a house we, Sal lyand I b u i l t  wi th  our own hands, mostly 

without power t o o l s  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  over a per iod of t e n  

years  betwe2n 1947 and 1962. It began w i t h  lumber from 

and o l d  barn which was loca ted  about 1 0  miles  away. We 

paid f o r  i t  wi th  an ho;borarium from a speaca I made. She 

bought the  barn and I t o r e  it  down wi th  t h e  h e l p  of a youth 

group I was working wi th  i n  BufTalo, S a l l y s  mother 
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encouraged us t o  b u i l d  it on a pieve of/land she and 

her  husband ( S a l l y s  ~ a t h e r l h a d  purchased about 1925. 

I n i e  and Doctor Shearer  had buUt a Sears  Roebuck 
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p r e f a b r i c a t e d  house w b S 3  the  fami ly  l i v i e d  during the 
A 

Summer and u n t i l  w e  b u i l t  our house it was t h e  on ly  

d-welling on t h e  property.  B u i l t  a s  a summer "campn,an& 

u p s t a t e  term for a rough sumver s h e l t e r ,  we never intended 
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t o  l i v e  i n  kt year  round, I f  I had I would have b u i l t  it 
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d i f f e r e n t l y .  From the #BWXI we s t a r t e d  ou t  &&h our fami ly  ?-e@~.~  - fi.2 
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seen increased t o  Pbe and then  $a grandchi ldren  and we had 

t o  add -- e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a bathroom!fbedrooms, runn9ng water. A 
f i  



Although we now have a k i tchen,  dining room, l i v i n g  room 

a room dj?!d S a l l y  uses f o r  a Studio,  four  bedrooms, a l l  rooks 

a r e  small  and each room shows the  marks of  prirnative 

cons t ruc t ion .  With our moving around (from Buffqlo t o  

Vashfngton, t o  New York Ci ty  t o  Chicago) So Wales became 

p r e t t y  m c h  the  c e n t e r  of  our  r a t h e r  extended family l i f e .  

A 1 1  our  ch i ld ren  and grandchi ldren  and S a l l y s  brother{ 

and s i s t e r s  and neces and nephews have p a r t l y  ~ r m m  up 

here. The origcpnal house t h a t  I n i e  and Doctor Shearer ,  * 
(Re &llA inlaws -11 re f  n r  t o  Augustus Shearer  

a s  Doct,or Shearerm he d ied  i n  1943) b u i l t  has been expanded 

twicem once with a l a r g e  porch and l a t e r  with an r a t h e r  

e legant  l i v i n g  room, i s  used mostly a s  a gues t  house i n  
Since I n i e s  dea th  i n  1981 

%he summer. I n i e  a l s o  added a swimming pool f o r  everyenes 

use about 1965. I n  1962 S a l l y s  s i s t e r ,  Anne and he r  husband 

Vern B e l l  b u i l t  a Summer house near  us so i n  the  S m e r  

be have neighbors. But i n  t h e  Winter we a r e  somewhat i s o l a t e d  

i n  a sence. We a r e  about a thousand f e e t  o f f  a township 

road up a long one l ane  tirive, through t h e  woods and up 

a h i l l .  Our house i s  s i t u a t e d  on the e a s t  s i d e  of  

a narrow v a l l e y  ( s h o r t  days because of the  shadow of  t h e  

h i l l  and woods r i s i n g  behind u s )  a t  the  bottom of which i s  

the Cazenovia Creek, a mostly shallow twenty f o o t  wide stream 

named a f t e r  and e a r l y  sgent  for t h e  Holland Land company 

which surveyed and s o l d  the land i n  t h i s  p a r t  of  New York 

S t a t e  i n  the  eargy 1800s and l a t e  1700s. We a r e  about 

25 miles  from downtown Buffalo midway betweed Eas t  Aurora 

and Holland on R t .  16. An expressway from Buffalo,  R t  400 

e n g a b o u t  a mile and a h a l f  away. 



Our woods, I n i e  deeded the  proper ty  t o  h e r  f o u r  ch i ld ren  

Del P i tk in ,  S a l l y  Livermcr e, Anne B e l l  and David Shearper 

i n  1957, i s  mostly, maple, beech, cherry,  willow, pine 

f$$$&dp! some over 200 years  o l d  some planted  50 years  
Some see?ed n a t u r a l l y  a l l  the time, 

ago by D r .  Shearer.  Here and t h e r e  a r e  o&d apple t r e e s  

from the  time 8 0  t o  100 years ago when t h i s  land w a s  p a r t  

of a farm and t h i s  h i l s i d e  was an orchardo 

The c l imate  i s  moderate ranging from 60 t o  

90 degrees i n  t h e  Summer and zero t o  40 i n  the  Winter 

wi th  a few except ional  days on both the h igh  s i d e  and 

the  lo.^ s ide .  The s o i l  i s  f a i r l y  r i c h  and t h e  r a i n  f a l l  

and snow f a l l  some~vhat high because of t h e  lake e f f e c t  

ffom lake  Brie.  Two o r  thee f e e t  of snow &a t h e  ground 

i s  not unusual but  we a r e  r a r e l y  snowed i n  and f loods  

i n  t h i s  v a l l e y  a r e  r a re .  

Now i n  t h i s  envi-onment , a l  though not  

hazardous o r  wi ld  ( the w i l d l i f e  c o n s i s t s  mostly of deer  

s q u i r e l l , r a b i t s ,  woodchucks, racoons, foxm chipmonk, pheasants, 

occass ional  turkey, grouse woodpeckers e t c ,  There i s  an  
i 4 m 1 d 4 d  

occas ional  r e p o r t  of a  bea r  tha t  has wandied up from 

Pennsylvania, o r  a  wold , orgina l ly in t roduced i n  the 

Adironacs t o  c o n t r o l e  t h e  d ? e r  populat ion)  does requre 

a  cons iderable  arnmonnto of work. 

I n  the  morning t h e r e  i s  wood t o  be broughtin 

t o  feed  t h s  f i r e  i n  t h e  s tove  and f i r e s  t o  be  s t a z t e d  i h  

the  r f i r e  place,  ashes t o  be c a r r i e d  ou t  ( they a r e  g r e a t  

f o r  tk i c e  and packed snow on t h e  driveway], snow t o  be c leared  

away some times 



from around the  house ( a  man with a  b ig  f o u r  wheel d r i v e  

%ruck plows th d r i v e  i t s e l f '  ard. I have a  10  hp snow blower 

f o r  my p a r t  of the job.) Some times I h e l p  my nephew c u t  

and s p l i t  wood. 'Re go t  about 20 cord o u t  t h i s  f a l l  and 

Winter s p l i t  and s tacked and covered t o  dry. To the  post  
a mile  away 

of f  i c e / f o r  mail, b r e a k f a s t  and correspondence a n d b i l l s .  

Read the Chicago Tribune ( t hey  u s u a l l y  a r r i v e  i n  batches 

of two o r  th ree  a t  a  t ime) .  a f t s r  lunch I w r i t e  and do 

community chores,  work on the e f f o r t s  t o  s t o p  a  highways 

extens ion through t h e  va l lgy ,  Kiwanis membership o r  

community a f f a i r s  p r o j e c t  ( Kiwanis i s  one of the  major 

communication hubs i n  our town) go i n t o  Buffalo f o r  varbus 

pe r sana l  orbusiness  mat-ters. Occasionally t each  a  c l a s s  o r  

l e c t u r e  a t  l o c a l  co l l eges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  v i s i t  people 

i n  th9 h i s p i t a l s  of h e l p  a neighbor, walk ( n o t  bnough). 

On Sunday I g e t  the New York times. I n  the  Spring t h e r e  

i s  pruning and c l e a r i n g  and order ing  f o r  the  garden, 

p lan t ing  c u l t i v a t i n g ,  weeding and f i n a l l y  ha rves t ing  and 

canning. There a r e  fami ly  ce lebrz t ions ,  b i r thdays ,  anerversayies ,  

v i s i t s .  In  the Summer swimming twice a  clay. S a l l y  spends a  l o t  

of time helping w i t h  our Grandchildren while our  daughter 

does her  chores arround t h e i r  horse farm looking a f t e r  

about 50 horse and breaking the young ones f o r  t h e  t r a c k  

t r a i n i n g ,  teaching r id ing .  They l i v e  about 1 5  miles  

away. 

And house r e p a i r s ,  p a i n t i n g , g u t t e r s ,  roofing 

and some bui ld ing ,  road work, g r a s s  cu t t ing .  Once a  week 

I play  cribbage and. g i n  with f r i e n d s ,  go t o  a  f i s h  f r y ,  

community meeti2g, Special  excursions f o r  thing s n l i k e  



picking b lueber r i e s .  We have good music a l l  day on the 

r a d i a  and ocass iona l ly  a +,ape f o r  TV s e n t  t o  us by our 

son i n  New York bqcaaao we can t  g e t  educationaih T.V here.  

He gave us a  machine that enables us t o  s ee  programs he 

records from the  exce l l en t  things ava i l ab le  i n  New York. 

I se rve  on a  committee preparing a#$&!gd an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Community developkent ehh ib i t ion  i n  India  next year ( i n s t i t u t e  

of Cu l tu ra l  Af fa i r s0  Which i s  bound t o  be exc i t ing  and g r e a t  

f o r  t h e  world. '{Je both t r a v e l  a s  much as  we  want. S a l l y  

t o  places l i k e  f i a n c e  and Spain e tc .  I t o  Chicago, Binghamton, 

I thaca ,  Auburn, Geneva4 Cents3r l i s l e .  I t o i l  but  I don ' t  

spin.  WC: haveenough money f o r  our needs, hea l thy  enough 

and I never want f o r  something t o  doe I miss Chicago 

s s p e c i a l l y  i t s  neighborhoods, people I knew the i s .  It does 

not  d i sapo in t  me t h a t  may ca& a l l  survive ~v i t hou t  me 

nor do I g l o a t  t h a t  I can survive without Chicago. I ' m  

a  l i t t l e  upse t  t h a t  some f r i e n d s  t h ink  t h a t  if you're 

not  being paid fo r  som th ing  i s t s  not v q a l  work. Rut 

the f a c t  i s  t h a t  what I do does have economic value an6 

managing my a f f a t r s  i s  l i k e  earning money. I ' m  not snobbish 

about t h a t  


