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In the Anglo-dmerican setilemant of the quastion of
expatriation, one can see almoest mirror image reaciions by

Gieat Britain and the United Stan

o3

ninetsenth century history--immicration and natioraliam,

Emmigration had grown tremsndously since 1800, The Bnslish

ent had net only allowed but encouraged large nunmbers
100
les, & majority of
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in their native land, and many became naturalized citizens
of their adopted country. In signinz the anaturalization
orotocol in 1868, the British demonstrated o realization
that their emmigration poliecy required a change in their

traditional delinition of citizenship. Tor the United States

vhenomenon, The Influx forced American peoliticisns seekxing

gnglish ard were, therefore, a step akead of other immigrant

srovos In adaoting themselves to the American political systen.
of Germany and Italy and

& union., Thig was the

deal with this force.

&

Great Boltalin, for a number of yeurs, had tried to stay out

of affairs on the Euvopean continent. But with the changing
balance of poewer in Burope, the British wanted to insurs

thelr ability to act without having to worry, at the same
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did domestic policy--for political ends., Finally, State

[

H

Departmen® officlals, spent little time defining policy.
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in the late 1830s, and that such changes ls¢

states to take & more imporiunt role in the world arena.

42!

On the whele, the events surrounding the sisning of the

two Anglo-fAmerican naturalization treaties £11 well into

Beisner's plan. It can certainly be arsued that thase

to have ralsed expatriaticn as an lssus only when forcsd to
4 hv the acti T ua Torelon untry against aEural e
do sc by ths actlons of a Toreign country azainst a natural
ized American citizen. When time or diplomacy solved an

individueal opredvlem the United States sovernment leost intersct

PR O s g e 4 sy g 3 a0l 0 £l e
until the next situsiion arose,  Both In 1ALBL1849,

the Young Ireland troubles, and in 1865-1866, during the
rly Fenian scaces, Americun dinleomats walted to be contacted
by the imprisonad noturalized Americans or their relatives

zland solved

bafore tzking any action. In both ingtances

Awerica's vroblem by allowing the naturalized Anericong teo

be released hefore the quesiion of expatriation could reach

PR Q. e ey sy v Y oy o N PR S0 : & Lres ; Yy
eTisLe oroportlon.  Betwesn 1849 and 1865, little was neard

at the issue in Anglo~American relations. Only Britain’s

2 5) o

lengthy susvension ol habeas corpus besinning in Februsry

18560, combined with the many irritations betweoen the two
countries and the increased importance of the Irisn vote,

led the United States to seel a permanent solutlon for the

(SRR SCH tion,
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Yo contract Amerlcan shipbullders o construct shins o prey
o British shipping, The Jobnson administration oponosed
such & measure. Similarly, the United States did not anact

Aﬁh“ 3( W

racognize thair status as American citizens, Charles Sumner

played a cruclal part in defeating both of these bills., GHe

sy [ o . o : ', - ~ w P .
gaw that such laws might well lead the United States into

i3

war with England or, at least, into end
with vast potential for mischief.

Banks 1s a orime example of a politician who
for political ends. Banks had bean a
War and had retoy

S ~ 3 =T r
saachusetig, a

population had increased greatly in the twenty years, 1845~

was not alone 1n seeking the Irish vote, Startings in 1865,

dillise Venry Seward began compiling & sironsg record of Try-

Ireland, 'TFhig is
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not to say that Seward was acting hyococcoltically.  He had
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71,

necsssary, When Congress did ask to see this corres snondence,

Seward presented them with documents which whan printed came
109
to more than nine hundred pages. Even when Seward gent

ut

clear instructions, the distarnce in both time arnd guace belwee

e

Washington and London allowed Charles Francis Adams to use hig

own judgment as to how to apply the exhortations from the

bt

secretary of state. Adzmg had worked with Seward all

the Clvil War and had come Yo know when Seward was writing

H‘l

5]

ot
Wl

?“‘(

with one eye or public opinion. Adams often toock tha Ly
of softening the wordinz of a digpatch to the British ZOVern-
ment, or delaying presentation of the messagze until an BDPro-
priate time. In tre case of kichael 0'Brien, one of the

‘lanchester martyrs,” Adams totally disrezarded Seward's

ons bo mike revreszntations on the condenned man's

g.i

b, o
ingtructl

* 3 s Ty g . St par sy A1 s ey Y e s e
seraner's assertlon abeut mininmal and vazue insgtruce

;"J

] -

tiens 1s more apvlicable when applied to efforts to find a

[

lasting solution to the expatriation issue. Until 1863,

Seward anpears te have had little to say about a sclution

except to insist on the acceptance of the American position.
Untll then, he made no mention of a treaty with Britain on

the matter. With no positive instructions in this regzurd,
Armoprican diplomzts worked only for the solution of immediate

2y oo
[OTRR S S R0 N

L3

When Hobert Belsner writes that State Depariment offic-

2ls spent little time developing policy, he uses "policy
to meun mors than coming up with a response to a specific

o]

event. 1% 1s, rather, a long term response that takes into
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of the Alabama claims (as noted), he saw the Alabama claims.
as something which could be tradesd for Canada or at least
for British Colunmbia, Agaln, Seward pointed out to the
British that the selttlement of the naturalization guestion

would deprive the Fenians of an lgsue which gained them nmuch

suppert in America; this in turn would weaken the organiza-
tion and make ralds on Canada less likely. Seward even called

111
for a convention to deal with all Anglo-American dissutes.

When the British responded to Seward's idea with the sus-

gsestion of a meeting of lawyers from various countiries %o

&

deal with expatriation alone, one reason that the secretary
of gtate did not accept the offer was a
have baen volitlcally unaccepntable to draw up a treaty on

naturalization withoul coming 1o
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o the Alsbomn cl q1ms Seward's anti-3riti

bean partly the causs of the American publice's tendency

voward Anglophobia. Belsrer

m

uggeste that lack of interast

in international affairs on the part of Arericans durin
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vericd of the “old paradism” caused politiclans to pander to
112

public owinion rather than eoducate 1%, The actions of

both Ssword and sanks would ssem to support Belsner's point.

For a reiated reason, diplomatic initiative szldom cama

from Washington, With America's verceptlon of Limited inter-

d

astn abroad, there existed the concurrent view that the

T

nation had s miszion--the United States wag to he a ity an

the nill, set anart by the Alnmighity as a virtuous beacon to

suilde othey countries. For the American government in
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ing to work rather to de



