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Catholic Church. Diocese of Brooklyn. Diocese of Immigrants : The Brooklyn Catholic 
Experience, 1853-2003. Strasbourg, France: Éditions du Signe, 2004.  

  p1.  French Jesuits laid the ground work for Catholicism in NY State. 
 

 p9.  Revision to the New Amsterday charter denied religious freedom to the 
“Romish religion. 

  
 p9. English North America of the early colonies remained united in their 

“detestation of Roman Catholicism” 
 
 p10  in 1777 the NYS Constitution allowed freedom of religion but still required 

an oath against foreign allegiances “both ecclesiastical and civil”.  
 
 p11  1785 – New York Cities first Catholic Parish. 
 
 p13   Brooklyn established as a village 
 
 p14  It is believed that Brooklyn’s first Mass took place in 1820 
 
 p16 First Catholic church (St. James) opened in Brooklyn in 1823. 
 
 p16  … 
 
p57 … 
 
 p119 … 
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